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WELCOME to the seventh issue of the Parish Council’s Newsletter  
 

Hello and welcome to the Winter newsletter.  As you know we are now in the third National Lockdown and it is 

very important that everyone abides by the rules, the full current rules relating to Coronavirus and the Lockdown 

are available online www.gov.uk/coronavirus   

There is support available locally to residents during this time from the Parish Council and other local businesses. 

These include collection of prescriptions and shopping for those shielding, housebound or self isolating and also 

lifts to help people get to appointments for Covid vaccinations, as well as hot meal delivery and visits by mobile 

food vans.  More details can be found on our website or by phoning the Parish Council.  I hope you have been en-

joying Rick Stein’s Cornwall, available on BBC iPlayer which has shared some of the food, art, history and landscape 

of our beautiful county that most of us are currently unable to visit.  

Despite the lockdown and the Parish Office and Devoran Community library being closed, the Parish Council staff 

are still working, just from home instead of the office and Councillors continue to work on local issues, including 

highways issues and planning and continue to meet monthly via Zoom.  We’ve tried to answer your frequently 

asked questions about planning applications in this newsletter too.  

The HAIRE wellbeing project is continuing and our friendly volunteers are having conversations with residents 

around health, wellbeing and the local area. If you are aged 60+, not working and live in the parish we would love 

to hear your views about living here and what you would like to see put in place. There are some really interesting 

views coming back, if you’d like to take part in the survey please get in touch with Bex, HAIRE Project Officer 

(contact details on next page), it takes around an hour and can be done over the phone or via video call, either in 

one go or several calls. Your views can help shape the future of the parish for the whole community.  

If you would like to attend one of our Zoom Council meetings you can obtain the log in details by contacting the 

Parish Clerk via debra@feockparishcouncil.co.uk The next meeting is on Monday 1st March at 6.30pm.  We are 

very much looking forward to a time when we can all meet in person again and invite members of the public into 

our offices to attend our Council meetings once more.  

Remember hands, face, space, stay home, stay safe! 

Paul Lightfoot, Chairman, Feock Parish Council   Email: lightfootuk00@aol.com 

This newsletter is printed on recycled paper — please recycle it when you have finished reading it    1
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It is fantastic that people are still coming forward and willing to give their time to support this valuable community 

project. Your views are important to us and would like people to get involved so that we can help shape our future 

Parish improving health & wellbeing opportunities for those who live here. 

The HAIRE Volunteers have returned more than 35 surveys to me over the last couple of months, so myself and 

office team are now making a start to review the information we receive and will be uploading the data to our sys-

tem ready for analysis. After this process we can then begin to share our progress from the comments you have 

shared. It’s really exciting to see how this project will evolve. 

We have received some great feedback from those taking part.  

Mike Robson, a friendly HAIRE volunteer from Roundwood: “A lot of the initiatives we hear about don't 

seem that relevant at a personal level, but the HAIRE project is unusual, and very relevant to many of us, 

because it is specifically to do with the over 60's, and aims to improve the wellbeing of everyone in that 

category. It's a tough ask, but it's certainly worth a shot. At this stage it's about collecting data about the current 

situation and the opportunities, so if you're over 60 you really should give it a go. It takes a couple of hours, that's 

all, and gives you the opportunity of having your say.”  

Lady from Penpol: “My interviewer was lovely; I had no concerns about the whole thing. I enjoyed the 

questions and being able to voice an opinion on things that are happening, or may happen, in my area. I 

liked being involved and having an opportunity to influence and bring the community closer together.” 

Gentleman from Devoran: “An informal, structured but relaxed conversation with a friendly and ap-

proachable Enabler who made it an enjoyable opportunity to talk to other people and to be involved in 

some social interaction. I was hoping to contribute to the debate on what the community could offer its 

mature members; concerned for the needs of those who are less mobile and more isolated.”  

We also helped another lady in the village with some IT support and have put together a directory of local groups, 
services & help, which is available on our website: www.feockpc.com/wellbeing 
 
Get in touch if you’d like to know more or get involved! 

Bex Rawbone, HAIRE Project Co-ordinator  Cathy Whitmore, HAIRE Admin Assistant  

Tel: 07988 106432 / 01872 863333    Tel: 07904 547822 / 01872 863333 

Email bex@feockparishcouncil.co.uk    Email cathy@feockparishcouncil.co.uk  

Visit www.feockparishcouncil.co.uk  for more information on the latest news in the parish and local events  2 

HAIRE Update 
by Bex Rawbone, Project Co-ordinator 

We continue to work on the task of having conversations with our Parish residents, and to date 

have 74 residents signed up, 46 of those have been completed or are in progress. We are cer-

tainly moving in the right direction despite the challenges we face at the moment, which is posi-

tive and have received really good feedback from the project team at University of Exeter. A BIG 

‘Thank you’ to every one of you that has got involved in some way so far! 

In December we had a new HAIRE volunteer join the team to help support with carrying out the 

Guided Conversations. I’m pleased to say that she is now fully trained, with DBS clearance and 

will be ready to talk to some of those residents in the coming weeks. 

http://www.feockpc.com/wellbeing


Published by Feock Parish Council                         Winter 2021 

 

Highways Update 
Roundabouts on the A39 

You may have noticed the transformation of the Carnon Downs A39 roundabout. This has been the culmination of 
Feock Parish Council plans and effort over some years and we are very grateful to Cormac for helping to bring it to a 
splendid conclusion.  

 

 

 

 

Our planting scheme is based on a celebration of the exploits of locally raised Lobb broth-
ers. The boys spent their youth at Perranarworthal and the Carclew Estate, where their 
interest in horticulture was kindled by the rivalry of the Mineral Lords, vying to stock the 
best plants in their great estates. 

The brothers were a pair of the earliest and most prolific plant hunters of the Victorian 
period. Thomas explored the Far East, while William explored the Americas and together they brought back over 
600 species of new and exotic plants for the gardens and hot houses of the UK. 

William was responsible for commercial introduction of the Monkey Puzzle tree, and also the blue flowered ceano-
thus, both of which feature in our new roundabout planting. He also brought back seeds of the Giant Sequoia 
(shown above) and Monterey Pine, both I'm afraid are a little too large for the roundabout, perhaps we can find 
some other place within the Parish to plant some of these fine trees? 

Find out more about the Lobb brothers in our Feock Trails Walk 4 www.feockpc.com/walk-4 

William died in California in 1864, however Thomas retired to Devoran and was buried in the churchyard in 1894. In 
1942 a small grove of shrubs and a memorial plaque was placed at the entrance to the churchyard in dedication to 
the brothers. 

We also thank Ewen Abram-Moore for his work on the De-
voran A39 roundabout. This site has proven difficult, and the 
Council has been advised that some planting has failed due 
to the roundabout's inadequate drainage and its frost pock-
et characteristics. The plantings of species which appear to 
thrive in these conditions are being enhanced and the over-
all effect is continuing to improve. 

 

Visit www.feockparishcouncil.co.uk  for more information on the latest news in the parish and local events  3 



Published by Feock Parish Council                         Winter 2021 

 Visit www.feockparishcouncil.co.uk  for more information on the latest news in the parish and local events  4 

Old Carnon Hill & Bissoe Road pavements 
Unfortunately due to delays caused by Covid, the works to improve pedestrian access on Old Carnon Hill and Bis-
soe Road which we had hoped would be carried out by the end of last year have been delayed again, the work is 
now planned in to start on 12th April and should take approximately 10 weeks in total.  The detailed plans for both 
these schemes is available online www.feockpc.com/traffic   The Parish Council are funding these improvements 
from their reserves.  

 

Council Tax Precept 2021/22 
 
The precept is the portion of your Council tax that is included in the bill 
that you receive from Cornwall Council and is the Parish Council’s main 
income stream.  The Council resolved at their November Parish Council 
meeting to keep their precept for 2021/22 at the same level as it is cur-
rently which is £119,276.60 per year which equates to £60.90 per band D 
property annually or £1.17 a week.   
  
 
 

The Council decided due to the level of reserves they hold and the difficult year everyone has faced with Covid 19 
not to raise the precept.  Future projects that reserves are earmarked for include:  pedestrian safety improve-
ments on Old Carnon Hill and Bissoe Road, gym equipment and replacement of some play equipment in Retallack 
Park in Feock, gym equipment, picnic benches and landscaping of the new Pengelly Meadows Recreation Area in 
Carnon Downs, resurfacing of Tank Hill in Devoran and the Council's ongoing contribution to the HAIRE wellbeing 
project.  
 

Dog fouling  
The Parish Council has received a number of complaints about dog foul-
ing all across the parish, including in our playing fields and playgrounds, where dogs 
are prohibited. Larger bins have already been installed in the most common walking 
areas like Devoran Quay and Jubilee Wood. The Parish Council are now consider-
ing funding further bins across the Parish in the hope that this will encourage more 
people to pick up after their dogs. All public litter bins, not just  dog waste bins, can 
be used to dispose of bagged dog waste.    
Please pick up after your dogs!!   
 
Defibrillator Phoneboxes 

The Parish Council has adopted two red phoneboxes which house defib-
rillators which can be used by any member of the public in the event of 
someone suffering a cardiac arrest. No training is required to use them 
and they actually talk you through how to use the defib and will not al-
low you to deliver a shock to the patient if this is not needed.  
The phoneboxes also house bookswaps and sadly over the last year 
these facilities have been abused by people using them to dump their 
unwanted books. Books are being left on the floor which means they are 
getting wet and then have to be disposed of.   
The most worrying thing is that by being piled up on the floor of the 
phonebox they could hinder access to the defibrillator in an emergency.  

 
 
Please do not use the bookswaps to dump books, if there is no space on the shelves please take your books 
home again.    
The Council will monitor their use and if they continue to be abused then the bookswap element will sadly have to 
be removed.   
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Feock Trails 
Our Feock Trails leaflets lay out nine of the best round walks in the Parish. 
They not only guide you past the finest views, but also pick out the histo-
ry of places which you might walk past without noticing. 

They lead you past Tumuli, which our forebears constructed over 3,000 
years ago, past Iron Age forts and the manors recorded at the time of the 
Norman invasion, onwards to the surprising legacy of industrial sites, 
mines and magnificent county houses constructed in the heyday of Cor-
nish mining. The Parish truly contains a full account of Britain's history in 
miniature. 

We have backed up the Trail routes themselves with thirty three narra-
tives, housed on the Parish Council website. If you scan down the list be-
low of the titles of the narratives on our website, we are sure that you will find something of interest. Each essay 
gives more pictures and explanation of the history or wildlife you can experience along your walk. They can be ac-
cessed as you walk along, via the QR app on your phone, or if you are back at home via the website. 

This year the Council has received a grant from the Cornwall 

Council Countryside Team, and are drawing up a programme of 

work to improve both the signage and the routes. We hope 

that this investment will encourage everyone to get out and 

about and take full advantage of the access to the countryside 

that our wonderful Public Rights of Way network provides. 

 
 
 

Explore Prehistory —The Carnon Valley in the Bronze Age - Walk 4, Tristian and Iseult- A timeless love story - Walk 
9, Celtic Saints of the Fal - Walk 7, Early churches beside the Fal - Walk 7 and Miracle Plays - Walk 7 
 
Explore Restronguet Creek — Shipbuilding in Feock - Walk 2, Point Mine - Walk 5, Carnon Yard Mine - Walk 7, Pen-
poll smelting works - Walk 5, The Great Carnon Streamworks and Carnon Stream Mine - Walk 5 
 
Explore Devoran —Redruth and Chasewater Railway - Walk 4, Devoran Quays- Walk 4 and The Lobb Brothers- 
Walk 4 
 
Explore Historic Houses —Trelissick - Walk 8 and Tregye - Walk 3 
 
Explore Non-conformism —The Quaker Meeting House at Come to Good - Walk 6, Penpoll Methodist Chapel - 
Walk 6, Carnon Downs Methodist Chapel - Walk 2 and Feock Methodist Chapel- Walk 7 
 
Explore The Carnon Valley — Ancient mineral workings - Walk 1 and Historical mineral workings- Walk 1 
 
Explore The Mainline Railway —The Truro to Falmouth railway line - Walk 1 
 
Explore Regattas past and present — Devoran Regatta in Victorian times - Walk 4, Feock Regatta in Victorian times 
- Walk 7, Point and Penpol Regatta in early days - Walk 5 and Cornish Pilot Gigs - Walk 4 
 
Explore The Carrick Roads and creeks — The Fal Oyster Fishery - Walk 8, Pill Creek - Walk 7 and Cowland and 
Coombe - Walk 9 
 
Explore Feock's Wildlife —The wildlife of fields and hedgerows - Walk 3, The wildlife of our creeks - Walk 4, The 
wildlife of the River Fal - Walk 9 and The seascape of the Carrick Roads - Walk 7 

Visit www.feockparishcouncil.co.uk  for more information on the latest news in the parish and local events  5 

https://www.feockpc.com/carnonvalleyinthebronzeage
https://www.feockpc.com/tristianandiseult
https://www.feockpc.com/celticsaints
https://www.feockpc.com/tristianandiseult
https://www.feockpc.com/celticsaints
https://www.feockpc.com/tristianandiseult
https://www.feockpc.com/celticsaints
https://www.feockpc.com/tristianandiseult
https://www.feockpc.com/celticsaints
https://www.feockpc.com/shipbuilding
https://www.feockpc.com/penpollsmeltingworks
https://www.feockpc.com/greatcarnonstream
https://www.feockpc.com/penpollsmeltingworks
https://www.feockpc.com/redruthandchacewaterrailway
https://www.feockpc.com/thelobbbrothers
https://www.feockpc.com/trelissick
https://www.feockpc.com/tregye
https://www.feockpc.com/quakermeetinghouse
https://www.feockpc.com/penpollchapel
https://www.feockpc.com/carnondownschapel
https://www.feockpc.com/penpollchapel
https://www.feockpc.com/carnondownschapel
https://www.feockpc.com/penpollchapel
https://www.feockpc.com/mineralworkings
https://www.feockpc.com/latermineralworkings
https://www.feockpc.com/trurotofalmouth
https://www.feockpc.com/devoranregatta
https://www.feockpc.com/feockregatta
https://www.feockpc.com/pointregatta
https://www.feockpc.com/feockregatta
https://www.feockpc.com/pointregatta
https://www.feockpc.com/feockregatta
https://www.feockpc.com/faloysters
https://www.feockpc.com/pillcreek
https://www.feockpc.com/coombeandcowlands
https://www.feockpc.com/coombeandcowlands
https://www.feockpc.com/wildlifeoffieldsandhedges
https://www.feockpc.com/falwildlife
https://www.feockpc.com/the-seascape-of-the-carrick-roads
https://www.feockpc.com/falwildlife


Published by Feock Parish Council                         Winter 2021 

 Visit www.feockparishcouncil.co.uk  for more information on the latest news in the parish & local events 6 

Waste Recycling & Good Practice—Part 3 
by Cllr Richard Brickell 

My parting words in the last edition were you will find out my connection with JK Soap-

works. The story is as follows ….. my father was a keen pigeon racing man, he had bred a 

very strong team of long-distance racing pigeons, with outstanding stamina to fly the long 

distances.   

He used to sell young pigeons to other pigeon fanciers from all over the world. 

One Saturday afternoon a gentleman came down from Orpington in Kent to look at buying some of his pigeons. 

The gentleman in question arrived driving an XJ6 Daimler Sovereign car, I had never seen one before, they were 

literally just off the production line 

He was a very friendly chap and I got talking to him and he asked me how farming was going and I said it was pret-

ty tough to make any money, unless you had fair acreage of land, I had tried several different ventures and hadn’t 

succeeded in making much money 

I said to him, “you’ve obviously hit on an oil well, and I can see your suit never came from Burtons”.   

He told me he was a director of JK, JK are the initials of the London based business John Knights.  The founder of 

which started the business in 1810, in a small shop in London making candles and soap 

As the years passed and his technology improved, JK soap factory was established in 1817, moved to Silver Town In 

London, which later became the Primrose Soap works which was responsible for SOAP and different qualities of 

soap made from animal fats and vegetable oil. This business continued with soap products, such as Knights Castile, 

Lux soap suds, hard soap, soft soap and also the now forgotten product TOW, which was used with Boss White, 

which was the sealant on all steel pipe connections in factories, housing, boilers etc.  So there was another use 

found for the otherwise waste product of vegetable and animal fat. 

David the Director of JK asked me if I would like to go to London to see the factory and all the products that were 

made and explain the trade to me. 

Like a rocket I was soon up visiting the factory in Silvertown.  I was absolutely fascinated with all the many prod-

ucts that were made out of otherwise waste products 

All Cunard ships used JK soap on board.  Supplied the Royal Family at Buckingham Palace, and the Army and Pris-

ons with a lesser quality. 

With this in mind it struck a hunger inside me, and after a little bit of negotiations I went up to London and worked 

there for a while as the modern-day Rag & Bone man collecting the butcher’s trimmings, fat trimmings, drums of 

vegetable oil,  following in my grandfather’s footsteps! I was a  motorised version of Steptoe & Son. 

Later David told me he wanted to expand JK network of collections, as they were winning contracts with the new 

supermarkets that were coming on to every High Street, such as Tessco (named after his wife Tessa Cohen!), now 

known as Tesco and many more, that no longer exist. 

JK had the problem that they needed people to cover the collections from these supermarkets in the Home Coun-

ties, where they were expanding rapidly.  They felt as I was a local country lad I would be better employed organis-

ing the collections out in the more rural areas.  The rest is history …... 

The next instalment will include the development of many more products that were household names until a few 

years ago, still being from waste products.  
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Recycling – what happens next when you flush the lavatory? 
by Cllr Phil Allen  
Having spent thirty five thoroughly enjoyable years working in the Water Industry, much of it in what I will call Waste 
Water, I can tell you some of the story. 
 
Feock Parish might be viewed as a text book case for the subject, because its rich history has raised a succession of op-
portunities and challenges. I have always viewed our sewers as a small triumph of engineering, laid out as they must be 
with a proscribed and steady gradient from each and every home. This allows the gentle effort of gravity alone to 
transport away, what was called in the 19th Century the “nuisances”. 
 
The first sewers in the Parish were installed in Devoran in the mid 19thC. Devoran was at this time a New Town and 
thriving port, however with the trade from around the country and abroad, came the risk from cholera a new and fright-
ening epidemic which was sweeping the continent. A flavour of the alarm that this disease engendered can be gained 
from a West Briton report of cholera at Mevagissey in July 1849, “up to wednesday last, the death had ammounted to 
thirty three, while thirty remained under treatment. On Friday there were seven deaths, on Saturday three, on Sunday 
three, on Monday none and on Tuesday five. The inhabitants have been almost entirely deprived of their usual employ-
ment, and the most prompt measures are accordingly required for their relief, poverty and want being, as is well known, 
powerful aids to cholera.” The following month the paper reported the Falmouth graveyard so crammed with bodies 
that the sexton could scarcely go two feet below surface in any part of the grounds. 
 
The fear created by this devastating epidemic prompted the first Public Health Act of 1848 and, following the “Great 
Stink” in London in 1858, a national Public Health building programme ensued, which remains a lasting legacy from this 
cholera disaster. 
 
Devoran was no sluggard in this and, as is recorded in walk 4 of our Feock Trails, “in 1864 the Devoran Water Company 
requested permission to break the Turnpike Road in order to lay pipes to connect the reservoir with the village. The Tru-
ro Water Company was founded eleven years later in 1875”. 
 
Whilst Devoran was early in providing both public water supply and sewerage, Feock village was somewhat late. This 
time the account is taken from walk 6 of Feock Trails, the route from Penelewey to Trevilla, “On your left is the sewage 
pumping station at Frogmore, part of the sewage system for Feock Village installed in the 1970s. Public sewerage for 
Feock had been discussed for the previous fifteen years and schemes were proposed for treatment works at a sucession 
of sites; Harcourt, Trevilla and Pill Plantation, each failing due to public and landowner opposition. Finally, in despera-
tion, the Women's Institute petitioned the Home Office in June 1969, complaining of sewage now running down the 
lane past the school in Feock Village. An inspector was sent from London and he advised pumping the sewage to the 
Truro works, situated at Newham, which remains the solution today.” A further proposal to connect the sewer to our 
works at Carnon Downs was discounted by the inspector at the time, a decision which has led to the burgeoning villages 
of Penpol and Point still having no mains sewerage. 
 
All sewage treatment relies on developing a rather wonderful assemblage of micro-organisms within the works. My ear-
ly years as a scientist were spent protecting works from potential poisoning by thoughtless commercial discharges and 
nursing the works back to health when they were upset, much as a vet would do with a much loved pet. After the bacte-
ria and bugs have done their job, the clear treated liquid is seperated and returned to the river. The organic and nutrient 
rich residual sludge is then prepared for application to farmland, a recycling procedure carried on for hundreds of years. 
New processes have been brought to this, however, and when I joined South West Water in the late 1970s, each town 
already had its own sludge digester; Truro, Helston, Hayle, St Austell and Bodmin all had these systems in which the 
sludge was stored at blood temperature in giant insulated tanks. A different assemblage of bacteria thrive in these con-
ditions without oxygen (anaerobic) and after a little over ten days they will have converted about 50% of the organic 
matter into Methane and Carbon Dioxide. The process reduces the volume of sludge and makes it safe as an organic 
fertiliser when applied in a controlled manner to agriculture. The methane is used to maintain the temperature in the 
digester and also to generate electricity. These digester systems have operated now for half a century and are showing 
signs of their age. Within the current SWW investment programme a sum of £30m is included for installation of the first 
of three new Advanced Anaerobic Digesters strategically placed in Cornwall and Devon, which will secure operation for 
another half century. 
 
I have derived great pleasure and satisfaction from being part of a primary public health service and in transforming, 
what might seem to many as a stinking nuisance, into a vital cog within our community's sustainable existence. 
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Planning  
We get lots of questions about planning applications and the planning 
process so thought it would be useful to try to answer some of them 
here.  

How can I find out about any planning applications near to me? There 
are no yellow lamppost notices and I haven’t received a letter from the 
Council, but I’ve heard rumours of a new house being built in a field 
nearby!  
Planning applications received from Cornwall Council for consultee comment are shown on the ‘Current Planning 
Applications’ page of the Parish Council’s website - www.feockpc.com/current-planning-applications and also dis-
played on the Parish Council’s Facebook page.  If you are not online you can also phone the Parish Council to ask 
for details of current applications.  
 
‘Yellow lamppost notices’ are no longer displayed by Cornwall Council for all applications, only where the applica-
tion affects a public right of way, a listed building or is in a Conservation Area.  Cornwall Council only write to 
neighbours who have a direct boundary with an application site and not everyone who may be affected by it.  
 
If you are online, automatic email alerts can be set up on Cornwall Council’s Planning page to alert you when appli-
cations are received for a certain postcode/s. 
 
I’m not happy about a planning application, how do I make a comment?  

Due to the current restrictions, we are currently unable to hold planning meetings therefore the Parish Council’s 
comments are being agreed by a process that we hope still gives residents the opportunity to inform Parish Coun-
cillors of their views on applications.   
 
Any comments made to the Parish Council should also be submitted to Cornwall Council who will decide the appli-
cation. Information on how to do this can be found by following this link - www.cornwall.gov.uk/environment-and-
planning/planning/planning-advice-and-guidance/how-to-respond-to-planning-applications/ 
 
If you have views on any applications that you would like Parish Councillors to be aware of before they agree and 
submit their consultee comment to Cornwall Council please make them in writing in an email to  
debbie@feockparishcouncil.co.uk  or phone Debbie on 01872 863333 if you are not online.  
 

Why did the Parish Council approve my neighbours application? It blocks my view and devalues my home! 
The Parish Council do not approve or refuse planning applications, they are a statutory consultee and provide a 
comment to Cornwall Council based on the policies in the Feock Neighbourhood Development Plan and other ma-
terial planning considerations, Cornwall Council then take the Parish Council’s view into account when making the 
final decision.   Sorry but unfortunately blocking a view or devaluation of a property are not material planning con-
siderations, nor are boundary or land ownership disputes which are civil matters.  
 
What are material planning considerations? 
When Cornwall Council’s Planning Officers are deciding planning applications in Feock Parish, there are only certain 
issues that can be considered; these are known as 'material planning considerations'. These considerations include, 
but are not limited to the documents listed below. If you would like links to copies of these documents please con-
tact the Parish Council.  
 
• Local and National Planning Policies including: National Planning Policy Framework, Cornwall Local Plan, 

Feock Neighbourhood Development Plan 
 
• Supplementary Planning and Guidance Documents, including: Devoran Conservation Area Management 

Plan, Cornwall AONB Management Plan, Infill/Rounding Off, Good Design in Cornwall. 
 
 

https://www.feockpc.com/current-planning-applications
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/planning/planning-advice-and-guidance/how-to-respond-to-planning-applications/
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/planning/planning-advice-and-guidance/how-to-respond-to-planning-applications/
mailto:debbie@feockparishcouncil.co.uk
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• Cornwall Council also take into account: Pre-application advice that may have previously been given, previ-
ous appeal decisions or planning enquiry reports, including case law, adverse impact on neighbouring prop-
erties including loss of light, privacy and noise (private issues such as land ownership, boundary disputes, 
damage to property or covenants are not considered by Planning Officers and will not be taken into account 
when determining the application), Impact on trees protected by Tree Preservation Orders, Impact on listed 
buildings and conservation areas, Highway safety, Design, layout, appearance and materials, Views of statu-
tory consultees (including the Parish Council) 

 
The policies in the above documents and other material planning considerations will be considered by the Plan-
ning Inspector in the event of an appeal against a decision made by Cornwall Council on a planning application.   
 
If a planning decision is not made in accordance with polices it is more difficult to defend a decision at an Appeal.  
 
What happens if the Parish Council don’t agree with Cornwall Council’s decision on an application? 
The Planning Officer will contact the Parish Council and give them 3 options. 
(1) Agree—with their recommendation as the Council’s concerns have been resolved with further information 
(2) Agree to disagree—the Parish Council maintain their objection but do not feel strongly enough to take to 

Cornwall Council Planning Committee or feel they will not get the support to change the decision.  
(3) ‘Call in’ the application—when the Parish Council feel very strongly about a proposed decision, they can ask 

their Cornwall Councillor (Cllr Martyn Alvey) to take the application and decision to the Cornwall Council 
Planning Committee for them to make a decision.  

 
My neighbour has planning for an extension but I think its being built bigger than the approved plans —what 
can I do about this? 
Anyone can report an alleged breach of planning permission online via Cornwall Council’s website 
www.cornwall.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/planning/enforcement/report-a-breach-of-planning-control 
 
How many planning applications are there in the Parish as there seems to be a lot of building going on? 
There are monthly reports produced and uploaded to our website www.feockpc.com/planning-reports 
Between 1st April and 7th December 2020 there had been 123 planning applications in the Parish, 65 in Feock, 37 
in Devoran and 21 in Carnon Downs.  Of these 43 are yet to be decided, 64 have been approved, 3 refused and 5 
withdrawn.  
 

Update from your MP, Cherilyn Mackrory  
I hope you all had a lovely Christmas and I send my very best wishes to you and your families 
for the New Year. 
 
The last year has been a tough one. There is no doubt about that. I do hope you have kept 
well and continued to stay safe. We are not out of the woods yet, but we are getting there as 
we deliver the important vaccine across the country. Despite the difficult times, my work as 
your strong voice in Westminster has continued, working to secure millions of pounds of fund-
ing from the Government for Truro and Falmouth and helping all those who have asked me 
for assistance. 
 
The pandemic has caused such great damage not just to our country, but to every other nation in the world. It has caused 
heartache, financial harm, and has ultimately forced the Government to use legislation which has been intrusive to our way of 
life, changing how we act as a nation – something no Government in this country wants to do, especially a Conservative one. 
For every decision that has been made, the health and wealth of our nation has been at the forefront. The vaccines are been 
rolled out across the country, allowing for the most vulnerable to be vaccinated against COVID-19. This is a significant step 
forward in our fight against the virus. I will be forever grateful for the hard work, particularly over the last year, of those work-
ing in our hospital, our care homes and in our schools to name a few. 
  
In the last year alone, my office has received over 20,000 emails and we have helped over 10,000 individual constituents with 
their issues and concerns. Far higher than a normal year in Parliament.  Since day one I committed myself to being your car-
ing, compassionate, constituency MP. I have been in post a year now so, hopefully, in my first year I have remained true to 

this.  Best wishes as always, Cherilyn. Tel: 01872 229698 cherilyn.mackrory.mp@parliament.org.uk 
 

mailto:cherilyn.mackrory.mp@parliament.org.uk
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Covid Test and Vaccine scams 
Please be aware of various scams that are circulating via 
text, phone calls and email about Covid tests or vaccina-
tions.   

If you are eligible for a vaccination you will be contacted by 
your GP, the vaccinations are free and they are not being 
delivered to people at home.   

Another scam that is doing the rounds is where you get a 
phone call supposedly from Track and Trace, they ask for 
your address to send you a home test kit and also your bank 
details to pay for this. Again test kits are provided free of 
charge. 

Never give out your bank details to an unknown person and 
never click on links in a text or email f you are unsure if it is 
genuine or who the sender is.  

Scammers are able to make it appear that emails and texts 
come from trusted organisations, such as the NHS, the Gov-
ernment or Banks.  The Government to date have only sent 
out one text about Covid rules, any others are likely to be 
fake.  

If you are concerned you have received a fake phone call, 
text or email you can report this to Action Fraud on 0300 
123 2040 or visit their website www.actionfraud.police.uk  

 

 

Carnon Downs Spar new delivery service 
As well as the Parish Council delivery service for shopping from Car-

non Downs Spar, the Spar have launched their own delivery service 

called Snappy Shopper which is available via a mobile phone app. 

Deliveries are available from Carnon Downs Spar to your door in as 

little as 30 minutes! If you are isolating then please add that as a 

comment on the app and the Spar driver will call you when they're 

outside! This is available to all residents regardless of if they are 

shielding or isolating.  

For those who are shielded, housebound or having to isolate who 

do not have access to a mobile phone app you can still order from 

the Spar via the Parish Council by phoning 07379 241780 (deliveries 

for phone orders are generally made late afternoon).  

 

 

 

 

 

Visit www.feockparishcouncil.co.uk  for more information on the latest news in the parish and local events 

Follow us on Social Media 

          Feock Parish Council     Wellbeing Feock 
   

                       feock_parish_council    @feockpc 
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Progress on Covid Vaccinations 
Until now most people would have thought of Oxford as a university city known for its 
‘dreaming spires’. But from 2021 it will perhaps also be known as a vaccine which brought 
hope in a world wide pandemic. Teamed up with Astra Zeneca, Oxford has produced a vac-
cine which with another vaccine from Pfizer BioNTech has the potential to bring an end to 
this awesomely destructive and life threatening pandemic.  
 
Dr Rob White, GP Partner, Clinical Director for Coastal Primary Care Network (PCN) commented   
“It  is  and has  been  an  extraordinary  privilege to  be  involved  with  the  delivery of  the COVID  vac-
cine  to  our  PCN .  The  teams  from  all  4  practices  have  been  amazing  working  above  and  beyond  their  nor-
mal  hours  and  roles  to  insure  the  safe  and  speedy  delivery  of this  life  and  tide  turning  vaccination  pro-
gramme. Although initially  supplies  and time lines  have  been short  and  difficult,  all  in-
volved  have  been  amazing  in  adapting  and  accommodating  at  very  short  notice  -  To the  people  receiv-
ing  the vaccination  it  feels  a real  change  is  around  the  corner  and  the palpable  relief  to some  of  the 
folk  we  have  vaccinated  is  amazing  to  see ….. an  end is in sight!  I  would  like  to  remind  people  though 
the  key  to  preventing  spread  of  this  virus  is  still at  the  moment  stringent  social distancing, maintain 
the  lock  down rules  as  they  escalate and  deescalate to  keep  others  and  ourselves  safe  - 
even  if  you  have  received  a  vaccination.” 
 
The best sources of up to date information are the websites of the surgeries www.carnondownssurgery.co.uk  and 
www.chacewatersurgery.co.uk  Residents who are registered with other surgeries, for example in Truro, can check 
similar websites. 
 
Local councillor Keith Hambly-Staite has had his own experience at Mount Hawke where the Pfizer vaccine is ad-
ministered. “It was surreal”, he said. “I arrived in the dark on a cold wet morning so was glad I had dressed for the 
part. I was warmly greeted by a member of staff who checked my details. I was given a squirt of gel and moments 
later called in for my jab. Not painful and a cheery GP on the other end of the needle! I was then sent to a large 
tent where I waited for 15 minutes in case I had a reaction. I noticed a bed in the corner but was reassured by the 
nurse that it hadn’t yet been used! It was a jolly place. I have never before been in a surgery environment where 
everyone was so happy to be there. As I left a fellow patient said that she had longed for this moment and with a 
wave from Dr Rob White PCN Lead we left to go back into the rain”  
 
Following vaccination it remains essential to take care, to still socially distance and to wash our hands. This will 
help us protect the NHS for others who need it as well as for ourselves. Today has been described as the ‘Day be-
fore the Armistice’. Let us remain cautious to continue to protect ourselves and others and as a way of thanking all 
the staff in the NHS including our local surgeries who are doing so much to keep us safe.  
 

Do you recognise anyone in these paintings?  
Does anyone living locally know if any of their family were used by the artists as models for the paintings when 
they were children? We’ve come across these images from the Carnon Valley and wondered if they featured local 
children.  If you have any information please get in touch.  

This newsletter is printed on recycled paper — please recycle it when you have finished reading it   11 
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Help, support and mobile food van visits 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There are a number of local businesses that are offering hot meal delivery and details can be found on our web-
site www.feockpc.com/coronavirus or by phoning the Parish Council office. As well as this paper newsletter, 
the Parish Council also has a monthly email newsletter, email debra@feockparishcouncil.co.uk to be added to 
the circulation list.  
 
Devoran Village Hall Car Park  
Wednesdays  - Village Market Fish Man—9.30am to 12.30pm with Fish, Vegetables, Preserves & Flowers. 
 
Saturdays—Baker Tom Bread Van—11.45am to 12.30pm 
Village Market Fish Man—1pm with Fish, Vegetables, Preserves & Flowers. 1.00pm 
Please double check Baker Tom’s website and the Devoran Village Market Facebook page as times may be subject 
to change.   
 
Incredible Bulk mobile zero waste shop will be visiting Devoran Village Hall car park on Wednesdays 11th and 
25th November from 4.30pm to 6.30pm 
 
Second Saturday of the month—Mini outdoor market (weather permitting) from 9.30am to 12 noon with The 
Cheeseman, Penny’s Pies, Mrs Dawkins Preserves, Paul and Debbie Fresh Vegetables, Cornish Sea Salt, Sally’s Cor-
nish Kitchen Cakes plus Zoltan the Knife Sharpener from 11am to  2pm.  
 
St Feock Church Community Hall car park 
Saturdays — Baker Tom’s Mobile Bread Van 11am & the Fishman at 1pm   

Get in touch  
• Debra Roberts, Parish Clerk — debra@feockparishcouncil.co.uk / 01872 863333 
• Debbie Searle, Assistant Parish Clerk — debbie@feockparishcouncil.co.uk / 01872 863333 
• Bex Rawbone, HAIRE Project Co-ordinator—email bex@feockparishcouncil.co.uk / 07988 106432  
• Your Councillors—contact details are listed on the website and on the noticeboards  


