
Feock Parish Council Planning Statement - June 2016 
 
On Tuesday 7th June, the full monthly meeting of Feock Parish Council debated and passed 
the following resolution:- 
 
“That the planning sub-committee be guided, wherever possible, by the policies and 
statements within our Draft Neighbourhood Development Plan when considering planning 
applications.” 
 
This is a practice which we have followed in general terms for some time, but as this 
planning sub-committee has no policy making powers, we felt the need to debate the issue 
and seek the backing of the full council for our stance, which was unanimously and freely 
given. 
 
The reasons for debating this issue and passing this resolution were quite fundamental to 
the whole concept of Localism. 
 
We find ourselves currently in something of an interregnum between more solid planning 
regimes. This is not the fault of the Parish Council or Cornwall Council and is in no way a 
criticism of either. 
 
We have our own Draft Neighbourhood Development Plan which contains policies and 
statements which have evolved as a result of a full consultation process over the past three 
years within the parish in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, the introduction to which 
clearly states:- 
 
“For too long, central government has hoarded and concentrated power. Trying to improve 
people’s lives by imposing decisions, setting targets and demanding inspections from 
Whitehall simply doesn’t work.  
 
It continues:- 
“The Localism Act sets out a series of measures with the potential to achieve a substantial 
and lasting shift in power away from central government and towards local people…… ……… 
and reform to ensure that decisions about housing are taken locally.”    
 
We therefore feel very strongly that the comments we make and the decisions we take 
should reflect the desires and aspirations of the people we were elected to serve, that is to 
say, the parishioners of Feock Parish. 
 
We fully recognise that we must be guided by legislation such as the National Planning 
Policy Framework and we must also take account of any other relevant policy guidance and 
documentation such as the Cornwall Local Plan.  
 
However, we also recognise that the Cornwall Local Plan is still at a draft stage, is not set in 
stone and not through its final process of consultation. 



Our own NDP has been through a final local consultation period and is now very close to 
being submitted to Cornwall Council for its inspection and referendum stages, we consider 
that the policies it contains should be given more weight in planning terms than some 
untried and untested parts of other documentation, such as the Cornwall Local Plan. 
 
We recognise that this decision may, in some cases put us in conflict with applicants and 
with Cornwall Council, but we do not regret this and will defend our decision at County level 
and beyond if called upon to do so. 
 
Bob Richards 
Cllr Chairman, Feock Parish Council 
8th June 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 


